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UNDERNUTRITION
ASSESSMENT AND NUTRIENT
INTAKE OF PEOPLE WITH TB IN
THE PHILIPPINES

We are thrilled to report the first publication from the

IN THIS ISSUE initial round of Emory/GA TRAC pilot awards has been
accepted for publication. Glyzelle Lagason, MD, at the

PILOT AWARD De La Salle Health Sciences Institute, Dasmarinas,
PUBLICATION Philippines and Peter Cegielski, MD, MPH, from Emory

University’s Rollins School of Public Health were

awarded a collaborative TRAC-Global pilot award in May

TRACCOLADES

2023. Their project addressed a need to determine the
proportion and degree of undernourishment among
PUBLICATION people with TB in the Philippines to help guide
HIGHLIGHTS nutritional assessment, counseling, and support. The
Philippines ranks among the 30 high TB burden
UPCOMING EVENTS countries and people are vulnerable to undernutrition
due to food insecurity. However, a standardized
nutritional care program for people with TB in the
BULLETIN BOARD outpatient setting has not been implemented. We look
forward to reading their paper titled "Undernutrition

Assessment and Nutrient Intake of people with TB in the

RECENT
PUBLICATIONS

Philippines” in the International Union Against

Tuberculosis and Lung Disease Open journal soon!



https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=db9b7fec15160cb0d2a8c898e3aaf52c8c2f81bdc0dbe4593d759f464584b482JmltdHM9MTc0OTc3MjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=353bdd5a-07e1-6e7d-23a3-c87006466f6d&psq=IJTLD%2fIJTLD+Open+journal&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly90aGV1bmlvbi5vcmcvb3VyLXdvcmsvam91cm5hbHMvaWp0bGQtb3Blbg&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=db9b7fec15160cb0d2a8c898e3aaf52c8c2f81bdc0dbe4593d759f464584b482JmltdHM9MTc0OTc3MjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=353bdd5a-07e1-6e7d-23a3-c87006466f6d&psq=IJTLD%2fIJTLD+Open+journal&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly90aGV1bmlvbi5vcmcvb3VyLXdvcmsvam91cm5hbHMvaWp0bGQtb3Blbg&ntb=1
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TRAColades

Congrats to Frederick Quinn, PhD, and
Christopher Whalen, MD, MS, at the University
of Georgia and Noah Kiwanuka, PhD, MBChB,
MPH, at Makerere University on their
collaborative R21 award titled ‘Assessing the

Mycobacterium tuberculosis carriage state’. They

will perform an analyses of upper respiratory
tract (URT) M. tuberculosis (Mtb) carriage in

asymptomatic adults in Kampala, Uganda,

exposed to people with active TB. Understanding
whether Mtb possesses a URT carriage-like state in humans will be critical for more

accurately diagnosing, controlling disease development and transmission and improving

vaccine efficacy.

Congratulations Jessica Rothman, doctoral student
in the Emory Rollins School of Public Health’s
(RSPH) Epidemiology Program, and mentor Kristin
Nelson, PhD (Emory RSPH, Dept. of Epidemiology)
on receiving a CFAR-K award for the project titled
‘Estimating the Epidemiologic Impact of a
Tuberculosis Vaccination Program among People

Living with HIV in the U.S.” Jessica and Dr. Nelson

jointly developed the proposal with support from

Dr. Kenneth Castro (Emory TB Center Co-Director), who will serve as the primary

mentor for the project.

A huge congrats to Russell Kempker, MD, MSc on his

promotion to Professor of Medicine with tenure!



https://cfar.emory.edu/find-funding/
https://reporter.nih.gov/search/8ElP5kGJ1k-jAudpk3CS7g/project-details/11058229#details
https://reporter.nih.gov/search/8ElP5kGJ1k-jAudpk3CS7g/project-details/11058229#details
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Publication Highlights

Kudos to Rachel Kinsella, PhD, on her recent publication

titled ‘ATGS suppresses type I IFN-dependent neutrophil

effector functions during Mycobacterium tuberculosis

infection in mice’ in Nature Microbiology. The paper shows

that autophagy protein 5 (ATG5) functions independent of
autophagy in neutrophils to restrict type I interferon-

mediated release of neutrophil extracellular traps and

neutrophil swarming, which would otherwise promote lung

inflammation and susceptibility to infection. The paper’s findings suggest that ATGS

may be a potential target for host-directed therapies.

A Review titled ‘Management of individuals exposed to

multidrug-resistant or rifampicin-resistant tuberculosis’ in the

Lancet Infectious Diseases was co-authored by Amyn Malik,
PhD, MBBS, MPH, an Emory Rollins School of Public Health
graduate and collaborator of TRAC investigator Lisa Marie
Cranmer, MD, MPH. The Review concludes that management of

people exposed to multidrug-resistant or rifampin-resistant TB

has been hampered by a lack of high-quality data; however
recent observational and randomized control trials now provide strong new evidence that
6 months of levofloxacin as TB preventive treatment should strongly be considered for
contacts at high risk. Also stressed is the importance of implementing intense TB
screening to detect all co-prevalent TB among exposed household contacts and adequate

TB diagnostic facilities.

Kudos to Nestani Tukvadze, MD, as first author of an article
detailing the protocol for a multi-site phase 2 randomized,

controlled trial. The article is titled ‘DRTB-HDT: a randomized

controlled trial of two adjunctive host-directed therapies in

rifampin-resistant tuberculosis’. Current TB treatments leave a

majority of cured participants with permanent, clinically

significant lung impairment and radiographic evidence of
bronchiectasis and fibrosis. The trial will determine if adjunctive host-directed drugs

dovramilast or metformin can prevent these poor outcomes.


https://www.nature.com/articles/s41564-025-01988-8
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41564-025-01988-8
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41564-025-01988-8
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(25)00157-4/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(25)00157-4/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(25)00157-4/abstract
https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-025-11072-5
https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-025-11072-5
https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-025-11072-5
https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-025-11072-5

JUNE 2025 VOL. 28

Congratulations to Peter Cegielski, MD, on his contribution to

the Health Policy article titled ‘A roadmap for integrating

nutritional assessment, counselling, and support into the care

of people with tuberculosis’ in the Lancet Global Health. The

article proposes integrating nutritional assessment,

counselling, and support into TB treatment as part of person-

centred care. Furthermore, it calls for annual reporting of
nutritional metrics by WHO, inclusion of nutritional assessment and care in national
strategic plans, domestic or international support of nutritional programmes for people
with TB, increased support for operational research initiatives, and integration of

nutritional care into the WHO Multisectoral Accountability Framework.

Upcoming Events

TB WORKS IN PROGRESS SEMINAR
IMMUNE DYNAMICS IN WOMEN WITH TB INFECTION DURING
PREGNANCY AND POST-PARTUM
o (=Y  Friday July 18, 2025, 9 - 10 am
“b CNR Room 4001 and_ Zoom [Flyer]

Fregenet Tesfaye, PhD, MSc received her PhD in Clinical

Infectious Diseases and her research focuses on the impact of
pregnancy on immune control of TB infection and identifying
diagnostic biomarkers for TB in pregnant women with and
without HIV infection. As a Research Fellow with the Ethiopia-
Emory TB Research Training Program, she expanded her

research to investigate the immunological dynamics of TB

infection during pregnancy. Through a TRAC-G Pilot Grant and
in collaboration with Cheryl Day, PhD TRAC Basic Sciences Core Co-director, Dr.
Tesfaye is studying Mycobacterium tuberculosis-specific T cell immune responses and
single-cell transcriptional signatures during pregnancy and the postpartum period to

better understand the pathogenesis of TB progression.


https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(25)00021-X/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(25)00021-X/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(25)00021-X/fulltext
https://tb.emory.edu/_includes/documents/20250718_WIP_Fregenet_Tesfaye.ics
https://tb.emory.edu/_includes/documents/20250718_WIP_Fregenet_Tesfaye.ics
https://zoom.us/j/97326818428
https://tb.emory.edu/_includes/documents/sections/events/presentations/WIP%20July%202025%20-%20Fregenet%20Tesfaye.pdf

JUNE 2025 VOL. 28

Bulletin Board

T R% NIH Pre-submission
e romamncow MOCk Study Section Review

1. 2.

Express Z o Submit Your
Interest by Draft by

for review by TB experts
from the relevant
fields

Receive Expert

written comments &
open discussion

Open to tuberculosis researchers affiliated with Emory/Georgia TRAC
partner institutions who are planning to submit a proposal to NIH by the
October and November 2025 deadlines.

Due dates for the NIH November deadline can be adjusted accordingly.
We encourage early-stage investigators to apply!

Recent NIH Notices:

e Updated NIH Policy on Foreign Subawards, NOT-OD-25-104, May 1, 2025
e Updated NIH Processes for No-Cost Extensions, NOT-OD-25-110, May 7, 2025



https://form.jotform.com/221526496403051
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-104.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-110.html
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Funding opportunities for researchers impacted by
federal funding cuts

UNIVERSITY RESEARCH gl EMORY UNIVERSITY

COMMITEE SEED GRANTS University Research Committee

The University Research Committee (URC) supports: 1) Early career faculty on their path

toward research independence; 2) More advanced faculty who wish to engage novel
questions that enhance their expertise; and 3) Teams of faculty who seek to transcend
the boundaries of their respective disciplines and undertake transformative research.
Eligible applicants are regular, continuing full-time faculty of Emory University. URC
grants are open to eligible applicants from all Emory schools and disciplines. More info

here.

OFFICE OF RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT 7 office of the Senior

INSTITUTIONAL FUNDING DATABASE \/ Vice President for Research

Emory’s Office of Research Development (ORD) within the Office of the Senior Vice

President for Research (SVPR) maintains a database of >40 Institutional funding
opportunities that are predominately seed grants. The full list can be found here.
Eligibility criteria for some programs extend beyond the Emory community and can be

viewed within the database.

ERC GRANTS FOR NON-

European Research Council
Established by the European Commission

EUROPEAN RESEARCHERS

The European Research Council (ERC) is a funding organization for frontier research.
Researchers from anywhere in the world can apply for ERC grants provided the research

they undertake will be carried out in an EU Member State or Associated Country.

Research projects funded by the ERC can last up to five years and can cover frontier
research in any scientific domain, including social sciences, humanities and
interdisciplinary studies. The grants may help both emerging research leaders ('"ERC
Starting Grants' and 'ERC Consolidator Grants') and already well-established and

recognized scientists ("ERC Advanced Grants'). More Information can be found here.


https://urc.emory.edu/grants/index.html
https://urc.emory.edu/grants/index.html
https://urc.emory.edu/about/index.html
https://research.emory.edu/research-development/index.html
https://research.emory.edu/research-development/index.html
https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/eu-countries_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://erc.europa.eu/apply-grant/non-european-researchers#:~:text=Researchers
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May Publications

Chauvel C, Vanhems P, Quemin MC, Abifadel M, Awasthi S, Banu S, Costa SF, Eyangoh S, Hamze M,
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10.1038 /s41564-025-01988-8.
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Meghiji J, Auld SC, Bisson GP, Khosa C, Masekela R, Navuluri N, Rachow A. Post-tuberculosis lung
disease: towards prevention, diagnosis, and care. Lancet Respir Med. 2025;13(5):460-72. DOI:
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Pillay K, Coetzer T, Connolly C, Pillay B, Chiliza T, Naidoo K, Sutherland J, Ndung'u T, Mayanja-Kizza H,
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40379274/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40379274/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40338044/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40338044/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40147469/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40335270/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40335270/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40335270/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40374743/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40374743/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40147460/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40147460/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40127662/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40127662/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40127662/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40157120/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40157120/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40167446/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40167446/
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Have items to include in
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Email:
lisa.sharling@emory.edu
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40334156/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40334156/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40120593/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40120593/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40120593/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40342012/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40342012/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40437360/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40437360/

